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Autumn 2: Year 1 - Creative Arts Unit - Christmas Play/Performance 
Please note: This is a guidance and to be used to inform planning. There is further guidance throughout the internet. 
Pieces to be listened to are listed below the overview. 
End point: Each year group performs a Christmas production  

Lesson MMC objectives Key Vocabulary Lesson overview Lesson resources 

1 
To listen to a 
number of songs 
To sing together 
in unison and at 
the same pitch 

Can sing simple songs 
singing collectively and 
at the same pitch 
Can tap the beat of 
the songs 
 
 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
ostinato 

Warm up: Choose a warm up activity to warm up the voice. 
Introduce the unit with the big question: What is Christmas and how is it 
celebrated? 
Introduce the Christmas Play that the year group is planning to perform. 
Listen to  a selection of the songs and talk about them. 
Listen to a brief synopsis of the story/play. 
Do you like the songs. What is the play about? 
Choose two songs to start to learn. Try, me sing, you sing to pick up the tune. Use 
the CD to help the children to learn the songs. 
Once familiar, talk about the possibilities of adding tuned and untuned percussion 
to the songs. If required, ask the Music Co-ordinator to give some suggestions. 
 

Music and script for 
play/production 
CD 
percussion 
instruments   

2 
To explore simple 
patterns in a 
piece of music. 
To add rhythmic 
phrases to 
enhance a piece 
of music. 

Can sing a growing 
number of songs 
Can repeat rhythms 
and invent rhythms to 
be repeated. 
 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
improvise 

Warm Up: Choose a warm up activity to warm up the voice 
Continue to learn more songs from the Christmas play/production. 
As a class choose a favourite song that you can add an accompaniment to. 
Use instruments, including tuned and untuned percussion, to improvise rhythmic 
accompaniments to play with one of the songs from the play. Choose a different 
song to the other two classes in the year group. 
Listen to and appraise the added percussion and talk about how it could be 
improved. 
Perform all songs learnt so far and the one with the added percussion. 
Can the accompaniments be written as rhythmic notation to remind children what 
to play. e.g. 

         

Music and script for 
play/production 
percussion 
instruments  
rhythm cards/notation 
cards 

3 
To create musical 
sound effects and 
short sequences 
of sound in 

Can create musical 
sound effects for a 
story. 
Can create musical 
interlude music for a 
stage change 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
rhythmic phrases 

Warm up:   
Continue to learn the songs from the Christmas Play/Production 
Discuss scene changes during the play and ask the children if we could make up 
some music to go along with the scene changes or enhance the story in some way 
e.g. some music for the angels to come onto the stag or some music for the animals 
to arrive in the stable etc. Different classes can be responsible for creating 

 
Percussion 
instruments - tuned 
and untuned 
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response to 
stimuli. 
To create a small 
composition to 
accompany a 
scene change. 
  

Represent chanted 
rhythms using stick 
notation. 

solo 
 

compositions to perform during the play. Possible one for each class and extra 
noises or sounds to enhance the story e.g. a loud noise for a thunder clap or gentle 
music for snow falling etc. This may affect the positioning of children in the play and 
who sits where. 

4 
To work together 
and improve the 
performance 
 

Can sing a selection of 
songs 
Can perform together 
as a group 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
rhythmic phrases 
solo 

Warm up: Sing through any songs the children feel need more practice. 
All three classes to work together and start to put the musical together in the 
correct order adding the instrumental parts from all three classes and the added 
compositions and sound effects.  
Speaking parts are added and actions and movement worked out. 
The class compositions may need to be rehearsed outside of the year group 
rehearsals. 
 

 
 

5 
To rehearse and 
improve the 
Christmas 
play/performance 

Can improve on my 
performance. 
Can sing a selection of 
songs and add a 
simple 
accompaniment.. 

characters 
percussion 
accompaniment 
dynamics 
tempo 
rhythm 
 

Warm up: Go over any problem areas in the songs 
Continue to build on the show rehearsing the speaking parts, songs and actions. 
Individual classes may still need to go over their own songs and added 
compositions. 

 

6 
To perform a 
simple Christmas 
play/performance 
to the rest of the 
school and 
parents. 

Can sing a selection of 
songs and perform to 
an audience 
Can carry out my role 
in the Christmas play 
and perform to my 
best ability. 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
rhythmic phrases 
waltz 
time signature 

Perform a dress rehearsal to a selected audience. 
To perform the Christmas play to parents. 

 

Songs: 
Selection of songs from the chosen Musical performance  
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Autumn 2: Year 2 - Creative Arts Unit - Christmas Play/Performance 
Please note: This is a guidance and to be used to inform planning. There is further guidance throughout the internet. 
Pieces to be listened to are listed below the overview. 
End point: Each year group performs a Christmas production  

Lesson MMC objectives Key Vocabulary Lesson overview Lesson resources 

1 
To listen to a 
number of songs 
To sing together 
in unison and at 
the same pitch 

Can sing simple songs 
singing collectively and 
at the same pitch 
Can understand the 
meaning of the words 
dynamics and tempo 
and demonstrate 
these when singing 
songs 
 
 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
ostinato 

Warm up: Choose a warm up activity to warm up the voice. 
Introduce the unit with the big question: What is Christmas and how is it 
celebrated? 
Introduce the Christmas Play that the year group is planning to perform. 
Listen to  a selection of the songs and talk about them. 
Listen to a brief synopsis of the story/play. 
Do you like the songs. What is the play about? 
Choose two songs to start to learn. Try, me sing, you sing to pick up the tune. Use 
the CD to help the children to learn the songs. 
Once familiar, talk about the possibilities of adding tuned and untuned percussion 
to the songs. If required, ask the Music Co-ordinator to give some suggestions. 
 

Music and script for 
play/production 
CD 
percussion 
instruments   

2 
To explore simple 
patterns in a 
piece of music. 
To add rhythmic 
phrases to 
enhance a piece 
of music. 

Can sing a growing 
number of songs 
Can create rhythmic 
phrases to accompany 
a song 
Can start to use 
graphic symbols to 
represent the 
accompaniment 
added. 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
improvise 

Warm Up: Choose a warm up activity 
Continue to learn more songs from the Christmas play/production. 
As a class choose a favourite song that you can add an accompaniment to. 
Use instruments, including tuned and untuned percussion, to improvise rhythmic 
accompaniments to play with one of the songs from the play. Choose a different 
song to the other two classes in the year group. 
Listen to and appraise the added percussion and talk about how it could be 
improved. 
Perform all songs learnt so far and the one with the added percussion. 
Can the accompaniments be written as rhythmic notation to remind children what 
to play. e.g. 

         

Music and script for 
play/production 
percussion 
instruments  
rhythm cards/notation 
cards 
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3 
To create musical 
sound effects and 
short sequences 
of sound in 
response to 
stimuli. 
To create a small 
composition to 
accompany a 
scene change.  

Can create musical 
sound effects for a 
story.                          
Can create a musical 
interlude for a scene 
change. 
Can attempt to make a 
graphic score for the 
interlude music. 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
rhythmic phrases 
solo 

Warm up:   
Continue to learn the songs from the Christmas Play/Production 
Discuss scene changes during the play and ask the children if we could make up 
some music to go along with the scene changes or enhance the story in some way 
e.g. some music for the angels to come onto the stag or some music for the animals 
to arrive in the stable etc. Different classes can be responsible for creating 
compositions to perform during the play. Possible one for each class and extra 
noises or sounds to enhance the story e.g. a loud noise for a thunder clap or gentle 
music for snow falling etc. This may affect the positioning of children in the play and 
who sits where. 

 
Percussion 
instruments - tuned 
and untuned 
 

4 
To work together 
and improve the 
performance 
To rehearse to 
improve the 
performance. 
 

Can sing a selection of 
songs 
Can perform together 
as a group 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
rhythmic phrases 
solo 

Warm up: Sing through any songs the children feel need more practice. 
All three classes to start to work together and begin to put the musical together in 
the correct order adding the instrumental parts from all three classes and the added 
compositions and sound effects.  
Speaking parts are added and actions and movement worked out. 
The class compositions may need to be rehearsed outside of the year group 
rehearsals. 
 

 
 

5 
To rehearse and 
improve the 
Christmas 
play/performance 

Can improve on my 
performance. 
Can sing a selection of 
songs and add a 
simple 
accompaniment.. 

characters 
percussion 
accompaniment 
dynamics 
tempo 
rhythm 
 

Warm up: Go over any problem areas in the songs 
Continue to build on the show rehearsing the speaking parts, songs and actions. 
Individual classes may still need to go over their own songs and added 
compositions. 

 

6 
To perform a 
simple Christmas 
play/performance 
to the rest of the 
school and 
parents. 

Can sing a selection of 
songs and perform to 
an audience 
Can carry out my role 
in the Christmas play 
and perform to my 
best ability. 

beat 
rhythm 
style  
verse 
chorus 
rhythmic phrases 
waltz 
time signature 

Perform a dress rehearsal to a selected audience. 
To perform the Christmas play to parents. 

 

Songs: 
Selection of songs from the chosen Musical performance
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