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Upminster Infant School News
16th September 2022 

 Message from Mrs Lendon, Head of School

Dear Parent/Carer,

I would like to welcome all our new families to our school family as well as wishing our existing ones a great year ahead. The last couple of weeks have been wonderful to see our new intake 
embrace school life whilst we reflect upon the passing of her majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  As we move into another academic year it is wonderful to feel the school evolving again and we 
intend to continue our exciting programme of workshops, enrichment and extracurricular activities to strengthen our provision. Details will be communicated within the following weeks.
Communication 
I will send out a newsletter every other week with relevant information regarding the school and for the week ahead. This will include updates on learning from each year group.  This will 
often be concise but may sometimes include extended information that may well be within a separate document.  Google classroom is our principal communication tool so please ensure you 
have this installed and set up. EYFS logins are pending. Contact Deputy Head Mrs Hebron via the School Office if you have any difficulties.
Site Developments
Over the summer, we have been able to have the reception classes refurbished. This has included the renovation of our reception classrooms this has included new floors, toilets, new class 
windows and doors as well as each area being freshly painted.  Later this year, we will be completing this refurbishment. This has been achieved through successful cif bids.  
Cost of Living Crisis
We are keenly aware of the strain families are under at the moment due to the squeeze on budgets. We are reviewing our policies and provision in light of this pressure and working hard to 
devise additional ways of providing and signposting support. 

Nut Allergies
Please note that we have a number of students and staff in the school for whom nut allergies present a serious risk to their health. We are a nut-free school therefore and we ask you 
to remind your children of this and not to provide them with any snacks that may contain nuts.
All pack lunches should be clearly labelled. Please provide your child with a small water bottle to drink at lunchtime so that they are  hydrated.

Uniform
I would like to remind parents to label all uniform.  Shorts and summer dresses can be worn until the October half term. Shoes should be black. If you are having difficulty with purchasing 
uniform or shoes please make the school aware. Check lost property via the school office for lost or misplaced items. Earrings are no longer part of our school uniform and must be 
removed.

Please be aware that along with all schools nationally, we will be closed on Monday 19th September for the public Bank Holiday as a result of the Queen's State Funeral.
I am very excited for the year ahead and look forward to all the lovely events and the great work produced by the children. 

Kind regards
Mrs Lendon 



Upminster Infant School - Free School meals

 

Please find attached information detailing Free School Meals (FSM) eligibility and the extra funding it attracts to the school.
We are mindful that people’s circumstances change and are eager to help where we can.
Please read through the information below and follow the instructions for the borough link to assess if your son/daughter is eligible for the FSM benefit.  
If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and 
resources at the school. This additional money is different to universal free school meals that every infant school child receives.
What is pupil premium funding?
Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, regardless of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who:
• Are registered for free school meals
• Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years
• Are, or have been (special guardianship order SGO/adopted from care), in care
• Have parents in the armed forces
At Upminster Infant School, we receive an extra funding for every eligible pupil who is registered for free school meals. This extra money could make a real difference to the quality of education we 
offer. For example, we’ve previously used pupil premium funding for:
• Educational provision/resources
• Academic interventions
• Wellbeing and self-esteem building interventions
• Cultural capital – trips etc
Is my child eligible for free school meals?
Your child might be eligible if you access:
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)
• Working Tax Credit run-on
• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month)
Does my child have to eat the free school meals?
No. Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want your child to have packed lunches you should still register because the school will receive the 
funding which can support your child in other ways.
How do I register?
You only need to register once. To register, please: Visit the Havering website via this link: Free school meals | School support | The London Borough Of Havering
Click on the yellow tab ‘Apply for free school meals’ and this will take you through a quick process which will determine whether or not your child is eligible. If they are, the borough will contact the 
school and systems will be updated to reflect this. If you have issues accessing the website, please contact Sally Delaney in Pupil Services at Havering on 01708- 433929.
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Find out what the children in Reception,  
Year 1 & Year 2 have been up to... 



RecEPtiON

This week, we have been reading the story ‘The 
Colour Monster goes to School’. The children 

thought about the monsters feelings at the 
different stages of the school day and reflected on 

how they felt on their first day. 

We have been using our imaginations to create in 
the all learning areas. We made curry soup in the 
mud kitchen, ambulances in the construction area 

and shields in the creative area. 
Well done Reception!



We have been blown 
away with how well the 

children have 
transitioned into school 

lunchtime. 
We are all making sure 
that our tummies are 

full before play time and 
following instructions 

sensibly. 

Thank you for ensuring 
that your child is aware 

of the lunch menu 
before arriving at 

school. 
Well done Reception!



YeAr 1

We have really 
enjoyed using all of 

our phonic 
knowledge to write 

labels and captions.  
We read the stories 

Not a Stick and 
Peace at Last to help 
us understand what 

a label and a caption 
are.

In Maths we have been 
learning about place value.  
We have ordered numbers, 
represented numbers with 
objects, counted forwards 

and backwards and written 
numerals and number 

words.



       YeAr 2

We have been excited to 
read and explore our new 
stories in English . We 
have been reading 
Dogger, A Walk in the Park 
and Gorilla. It has been 
great to get into character 
and get to know the 
characters from the 
stories. 

It has been really 
interesting exploring 
everyday materials in 
science and discussing 
their properties. 

In maths, we have been looking at place 
value and reminding ourselves about the 
different values of numbers. We have been 
using equipment to support our learning as 
well. 

We have really enjoyed starting our 
new geography topic the last few 
weeks. We have been discussing the 
country that we live in and have 
been using Google Maps to locate 
the River Thames! 



DatES foR yOuR dIaRy 
Monday 26th September:  EYFS Curriculum Meeting @ 9:15 - 10:00 am

EYFS parents please wait by the school office to re-enter the school.  The meeting will be held in the 
school hall.

Monday 19th September:  Bank Holiday - School Closed

Thursday 29th September:  Jeans for Genes day - wear denim to school

Tuesday 4th October:  Infant Individual and Infant sibling photographs

Wednesday 5th October:  Junior Individual and Infant/Junior sibling photographs

Monday 17th and Wednesday 19th:  Parents Evenings 3:30-6:30

Thursday 20th and Friday 21st:  Diwali Workshops for all classes

Monday 24th - Friday 28th October:  Half term week



AdDitIoNAl iNfORmaTIon  

The Newsletter will be sent out every two weeks to inform families of recent learning and 
any upcoming important information or dates. 

This will be shared on Google Classroom. 



Do you have any questions? 

Telephone: 01708 227320

Email: enquiries@uis.havering.sch.uk

https://www.uis.havering.sch.uk/

ThANkS!

Follow us on instagram and facebook for more learning updates.

mailto:enquiries@uis.havering.sch.uk
https://www.uis.havering.sch.uk/

