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HISTORY LONG TERM MAP 

 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

EYFS When I was a 
baby 

Celebrations People who help us  Local history  

Year 1  Toys   The lives of 
significant 
individuals in the 
past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements: 
Neil Armstrong 

 Significant 
historical 
events, people 
and places in 
our own 
locality:  
Inventions – 
Henry Ford. 

Year 2  Lives of significant 
others:  
Florence Nightingale & 
Mary Seacole 

 Events beyond 
living memory that 
are significant 
nationally or 
globally  
 
Great fire of London 

 
 

Events beyond 
living memory 
that are 
significant 
nationally or 
globally- link 
with local area: 
Upminster 
Windmill  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     

History Skills Progression    

  EYFS Year 1  Year 2  

Chronological 
understanding: 
Knowledge of 
place and time 

Identifying key terms such as start, 
middle and end.  Establish basic 
ordering. 
Understand the past through  events 
encountered in books read in class.  

Recognise key terms such; old, new, earliest, 
latest, past, present, future, evidence.  
Establish key information while ordering. 
Order timelines in date order from earliest to 
latest.   
Introduction to artefacts  

Use key terms such as; century, before, after, 
modern, traditional, source and artefact.  
Place key events in order they happened using 
dates. Begin to sequence some events with key 
details.  
Describe an artefact  

Interpretations of 
history 

Understand the past through  events 
encountered 
in books read in class.   
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in the 
past and now- what were they used 
for/ why do you think.  

Start to recognise two versions of a past event.  
Use evidence to support interpretations of 
history learn skills to use pictures, artefacts and 
stories effectively to explore a period or event 
in history.  

Recognise that there are sometimes different 
ways things are represented.  
Distinguish basic differences between fact or 
fiction. Explain the different types of evidence and 
the idea of a trusted source  

Historical enquiry- 
sources and 
evidence 

Participate in discussions, offering 

their own suggestions and 
reasons  

Ask simple questions about the past. 
Choose and select evidence from a limited 
range to say how it could have been used in the 
past.  
Use sources to begin to evidence key events 
that happened in the past.  
Use evidence to find answers to basic 
questions. 

Ask more complex questions about the past using 
conjunctions and prior knowledge to form them.  
Select evidence from a range of pictures, artefacts 
and sources. Discuss why the information/ 
artefact/ evidence selected is relevant 

Range and depth 
of historical 
knowledge 

Understand the past through  events 
encountered 

*Events, People and Changes* 
Recognise similarities and differences and the 
context which make them different.  

Recognises broad similarities and differences 
between people in a period of time and now . 



in books read in class.   
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in the 
past and 
now.  

Talk about the lives of the 
people around them and their 

roles in society; how has this 
changed/ how does it compare.  

Know and recount significant events. 
Remember key information about significant 
individuals.  Begin to use correct terminology/ 
vocabulary when taking part in class 
discussions.  

Know and recount key facts about significant 
events and what impact this had at the time.  
Use key information and vocabulary about 
significant individuals to develop a basic 
understanding with some reasoning on why they 
did what they did.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Medium Term Plan 

Year Group: 1  Term: A1/A2/SP1/SP2/SU1/SU2  Subject:  History           Unit of Work: Toys - Changes within living memory. 

Lesson Big Question LO I can (Success 
Criteria) 

Vocabulary and 
definitions 

Prior Knowledge / skills Key Questions 

1 What do 6 
year olds 
play with? 

To learn about changes 
within living memory by 
exploring toys from 
today. 

 
To understand some of 
the ways in which we 
find out about the past 
by identifying different 
sources. 

 
  

 

I can describe 
what toys are 
made from 
today.  

 
I can explain how 
toys from today 
work. 

 
 I can name three 
ways we can find 
out about toys 
from the past. 

Toys:  objects for a 
child to play with. 
Today: happening 
now  
Modern: a 
characteristic of the 
present or something 
not from the past 
New:  something 
modern and up to 
date 
Present: happening 
now in modern times 
Now: at the present 
time or moment 
21st century: from 1st 
Jan 2001 to 31st Dec 
2100 
Century: 100 years 
Source: a person or 
thing from which 
information can be 
obtained. 
Evidence: documents 
or artefacts of an 
event 

Children would have 
been exposed to a range 
of toys in the reception 
environment and year 1 
environment. 

 
They will also have 
favourite toys they play 
with at home. 

 

What is your toy made 
from?  

 
How old is it?  

 
Why do you enjoy 
playing with it?  

 
Is it similar to others in 
the class? 

 
How can we find out 
about toys from the 
past? 

2 How have 
toys 
changed? 

To learn about changes 
within living memory by 
about toys from the 
past.  

I can use 
different sources 
to find out about 

Research: systematic 
investigation to 
establish facts 

Children will know how 
to use Chromebooks and 
non-fiction texts to find 

Which materials are 
older toys made from? 

 



 
To ask and answer 
questions about toys 
from the past. 

 

toys from the 
past. 

 
I can name two 
popular toys from 
the past. 

 
I can ask a 
question and  use 
information from 
a source to 
answer a 
question. 

Past: something that 
has already 
happened  
Then: at that time 
Before: time 
conjunctions to show 
something happening 
in front of another 
event  
After: the time 
following 
Old: having been in 
existence in a long 
time 
20th century: 
Change: when 
something is not the 
same 
Long ago: beyond 
living memory 

information from English 
and Computing lessons. 

 
Children will have a 
good understanding of 
modern toys covered in 
previous lesson. 

Where can I find 
information about the 
…? 

 
How did this toy 
work?  

 
Would you rather play 
with …. than ….? 

 

3 How have 
toy makers 
adapted to 
the times? 

To know where toys  fit 
within a chronological 
framework. 

 
To identify similarities 
and differences by 
comparing similar toys 
from different periods. 

I can identify 
similarities. 

 
I can identify 
differences.  

 
I can explain how 
and why these 
toys have 
changed over 
time. 

Chronology: 
presented in the 
order in which it 
happened 
Compare: to note the 
similarity or 
dissimilarity 
Similarities: a similar 
feature of aspect 
Differences: a point or 
way which things are 
dissimilar 
Same:  
Different: 
Oldest: 

Children will have used 
different sources to find 
out about toys their 
parents and 
grandparents may have 
played with in the last 
lesson 

Which is the oldest 
toy?  

 
Which toys were made 
before you were 
born?  

 
What similarities/ 
differences are there 
between the first 
meccano set and the 
sets today? 

 
What similarities/ 
differences are there 



Newer: 
Newest:  

 

between the crayons 
your parents used and 
the ones you use 
today?   

4 What would 
you have 
played with 
in Victorian 
times?  

To know where Victorian 
toys fit within a 
chronological 
framework. 

 
To identify similarities 
and differences by 
comparing similar toys 
from different periods. 

 

I can compare 
Victorian toys 
with modern 
toys. 

 
I can identify 
similarities 
between the 
toys.  

 
I can identify the 
differences 
between the 
toys. 

Victorian: during the 
reign of Queen 
Victoria (1837 - 1901) 

Understanding of when 
the Victorian period was 
prior to lesson. 

 

What did my relatives 
do differently from 
me? 
Can they teach me 
how to play new 
games? 

 

5 How have 
toys changed 
in the last 
50-70 years? 

To identify changes in 
living memory by 
understanding how toys 
have changed over time. 

I can recognise 
how toys have 
changed over 
time. 

 
I can explain how 
toys have 
changed over 
time. 

 
I can explain how 
this has impacted 
on the toys we 
play with today. 

Important: of great 
significance of value 
Changes: to alter of 
modify 
Impact: having a 
strong effect on 
something or 
someone. 

Children will have 
compared toys from 
today with toys from the 
early 20th century and 
Victorian times in 
previous lessons 

How have toys 
changed over time?  

 
What if computers and 
iPads didn’t exist?  

 
What if plastic didn’t 
exist? 

 
How would life be 
different?  

 
How would toys be 
different? 

6 How do we 
talk about 
the past and 

To develop an awareness 
of the past, using 
common words and 

I can match 
words relating to 
the passing of 

Future: a period of 
time still to come 

Children will have learnt 
about toys from 

Why might these 
games have been 
popular?  



the past or 
toys? 

phrases relating to the 
passing of time in the 
context of thinking about 
toys. 

time to a relevant 
picture. 
I can spot words 
relating to the 
passing of time.  

 
I can use words 
relating to the 
passing of time in 
a sentence. 

different periods of time 
during previous lessons 

 

 

 
How are they the 
same/different to the 
types of games we 
would play today? 

 
Considering modern 
technology, are we 
more likely to play 
alone than with other 
people? 

Suggested 
outcomes: 

Observe, ask and answer questions about toys from different eras. 
Sorting toys according to their features. Describe features of different toys.  
Identify different sources we can use to find out about the past. Research toys from the past using chromebooks, non-fiction books and by 
talking to visitors. 
Recognise old and new toys.  
Use words relating to the passing of time. 
Compare two toys from different time periods, identifying similarities and differences.  
Use words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
Research Victorian toys and compare them to their modern day equivalent.  
Make their own thaumatrope using a disc of paper and two pieces of string. 
Create a museum exhibition (over time) where everything they have learnt comes together at the end. 

 

  



Medium Term Plan 

Year Group: 2 Term: A1/A2/SP1/SP2/SU1/SU2       Subject: History        Unit of Work: Florence Nightingale - Lives of significant individuals in the past 

Lesson Big Question LO I can (Success 
Criteria) 

Vocabulary and 
definitions 

Prior Knowledge / 
skills 

Key Questions 

1 Who was 
Florence 
Nightingale? 

To develop an 
awareness of the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. 

 
To know where 
people fit within a 
chronological 
framework. 

I can tell you some 
of the key events in 
Florence 
Nightingale’s life.  

  

Past: all events that 
have occurred before 
a given point in time. 
Chronology:  the order 
events happen in.  
Royal Honours: people 
receiving a special title 
from the Queen as a 
reward for their 
achievements 

Florence Nightingale, 
cared, nursed,   

 
Pupils need to know 
what a significant 
person is. (JIgsaw 
lessons as part of 
relationships) 

Who was Florence 
Nightingale? 

 
Where did she grow 
up? 

 
What can you 
remember about her 
life? 

 
What was it like for 
girls growing up in 
the Victorian era?  

2 How did Florence 
Nightingale help 
the soldiers?  

To develop an 
awareness of the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. 

I can explain how 
Florence 
Nightingale helped 
soldiers. 

Supplies: something 
needed or wanted 
Hospital: a place 
providing nursing care 
for the sick or injured 
Crimea: a country in 
Europe 
Crimean War: a 
military conflict from 
October 1853 to 
February 1856 
Scutari: a hospital in 
Turkey   
Soldiers: persons who 
serve in an army 
Injured: harmed, 
damaged or hurt 

Knowledge from 
previous lessons 
about Florence 
Nightingale’s life. 

 
Knowledge shared 
during the workshop. 

Can you name three 
things Florence did 
to care for the 
soldiers? 

 
Why was she known 
as the lady with the 
lamp? 

 
How did she change 
the hospital in 
Crimea? 



 

3 How did Florence 
Nightingale 
change medicine 
as we know it 
today? 

To develop an 
awareness of the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. 

 I can tell you how 
Florence 
Nightingale 
improved nursing. 

  

Change: when 
something is different 
to how it was before. 
International: 
happening in many or 
all nations. 
Government: a group 
of people with the 
authority to govern a 
country 
Problem: an 
unwelcome or harmful 
matter 
Solution: to solve a 
problem or deal with a 
situation 

Understanding of the 
changes that were 
made in the hospital 
in Scutari. 

What 
recommendations 
did she make when 
she returned? 

  
How did hospitals 
change? 

  
Where did she start 
her nursing school?  

4 Who was Mary 
Seacole? 

To develop an 
awareness of the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. 

 
To know where 
people fit within a 
chronological 
framework. 

I can tell you some 
of the key events in 
Mary Seacole’s 
life.  

 
I can explain how 
Mary Seacole 
helped soldiers.  

 
I can tell you how 
Mary Seacole 
improved nursing 

Healer: a person who 
cures or heals injuries 
using alternative 
medicine such as 
herbs 
Challenges: something 
that is difficult to 
undertake 
Overcome: succeed 
dealing with a 
problem or difficulty 
Racial prejudice: to be 
hostile towards people 
of another race or 
culture 
British Hotel: the place 
where Mary treated 
injured soldiers 

Children have an 
understanding of the 
Crimean War and the 
conditions in the army 
hospitals in the 
Crimea from previous 
lessons. 

Who was Mary 
Seacole? 

 
How did she help the 
soldiers during the 
war? 

 
How was she similar 
to Florence? 

 
What was different 
about Mary and 
Florence’s 
upbringing?  



Herbal remedies: using 
plant to heal or cure 
illness 

5 Who was Edith 
Cavell?  

To develop an 
awareness of the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 
international 
achievements. 

 
To know where 
people fit within a 
chronological 
framework. 

I can tell you some 
of the key events in 
Edith’s Cavell’s life. 

 
I can explain how 
Edith Cavell helped 
soldiers 

Patriarchy:  a system 
of society or 
government in which 
men hold the power 
and women are largely 
excluded from it. 
World War One: 
Belgium: a country in 
Europe 
Germany: a country in 
Europe 
Invaded: an armed 
force entering a area 
Allied: to work 
together with  
Escape: to break free 
from control or 
confinement 
Arrest: seize someone 
by legal authority 
Treason: to betray 
someone or 
something 
Execution: a sentences 
of death 

 It would be helpful if 
children have some 
basic background 
knowledge of WW1. - 
Information that is 
shared during 
Remembrance Day. 

Who was Edith 
Cavell? 

 
How did she help the 
soldiers during the 
war? 

 
How was she similar 
to Florence? 

 
When was Edith a 
nurse? Before or 
after Florence? How 
do you know? 

6 Why are these 
women (Florence 
Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole and Edith 
Cavell) important 
in history? 

To develop an 
awareness of the lives 
of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed 
to national and 

I can share what I 
have learned.  

  
I can explain why 
Florence 
Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole and/or 

Remember/  
Remembered: to be in 
one's mind 
Memorial: a statue of 
structure to remind 
people of a person or 
event 

Children have 
knowledge of the 
work of Florence 
Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole and Edith 
Cavell from previous 
lessons. 

Why are all three 
nurses important to 
history? 

 
What was their 
impact? 

 



international 
achievements. 

 
To ask and answer 
questions using 
stories and other 
sources to show that 
they understand key 
features of an event. 

Edith Cavell should 
be remembered.  

  
I can persuade 
others to 
remember 
Florence 
Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole and/ or 
Edith Cavell. 

  
 I can justify why 
one nurse was 
more important 
than the others 

Inspired: the urge to 
do something  
Changed attitudes: 
change the way you 
see or feel about a 
person or situation 

 

What changes did 
they bring to 
medicine? 

 
Why should we 
remember them? 

 
Is one nurse more 
important than the 
other?  

Suggested 
Outcomes: 

 

Find out more about Florence Nightingale by using books and the internet. 
In small groups children could act out scenarios from the hospital, taking turns to play injured soldiers and Florence Nightingale. 
Invite a visitor into school for a workshop (Florence Nightingale) 
Quiz on Kahoot about  Mary Seacole.  
Children take turns to be Mary Seacole (hot seating) whilst others ask het questions about her life and adventures. 
Write a diary entry as Edith Cavell - a day in her life at the hospital. 
Debate whether Edith Cavell was a traitor or a hero.  
Find out more about Edith Cavell by using books and the internet. 
Create a poster telling other people why their chosen nurse needs to be remembered. 
Write a persuasive letter to the headteacher on why she should have an assembly about their chosen nurse. 

 


