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GEOGRAPHY LONG TERM MAP 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1 Sum 2 

Year 1 Our School  Our Local Area:  
Upminster 
 

 Our Country: 
The United Kingdom 
 

 

Year 2 Our Capital City 
and the Country 
Around Us  

 Mapping   Our World  
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GEOGRAPHY OVERVIEW (direct links to NC) 

FOCUS KS1 

Locational knowledge 
 

L1) Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
L2) Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas 

Place knowledge 
 

P1) Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 
 

(H1) Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
(H2) Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.  
(H3) Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
 

(G1) Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key stage 
(G2) Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near 
and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
(G3) Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
(G4) Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human 
and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
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GEOGRAPHY PROGRESSION 
 

 

 

Year Group:1            Term: A1/A2/SP1/SP2/SU1/SU2                         Subject: Geography                       Unit of Work: Our School 

Lesson Big Question LO I can (Success 
Criteria) 

Vocabulary and 
definitions 

Prior Knowledge / skills Key Questions 

1 Can I use a 
map to show 
my journey 
to school? 

To develop 
knowledge of the 
location of significant 
places. 

I can find where I 
live in the local 
area. 

Location: a particular 
place 
Local area: the village, 
town or part of the city 
where you live. 
Aerial: view from 
above out of an 
airplane or satellite 

Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in 
society. 
Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps.  
Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and 
– when appropriate – maps.   

What is the name of 
the street where you 
live?  

 
What is the name of 
the street where you 
live?  

2 To use simple 
observation/ 
fieldwork skills to 
study the immediate 
surroundings. 

I can say what my 
classroom looks 
like. 
I can look at aerial 
photographs of my 
classroom. 

Observation: closely 
looking at something 
Fieldwork skills: 
practical work carried 
out in the natural 
environment 
Surroundings: the 
things and conditions 
around a person or 
thing 
Aerial photograph: a 
photo taken from 
above out of an 
airplane or satellite 

 

What is the name of 
our school?  

 
What can you see in 
your classroom?  

 
What do you see 
when you are coming 
into school?  

 
How is your new 
classroom different 
from your classroom 
when you were in 
reception? 

3 To understand sense 
of place in relation to 
home and school. 

I can find our 
school in the local 
area. 

Local area:  the village, 
town or part of the city 
where you live. 
Direction: a course 
along which someone 
or something moves 
Near: close, nearby 

How many roads do 
you need to cross to 
get to school?  

 
What else can you see 
down the road your 
school is on?  
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Far: a great distance 

4 To use simple 
fieldwork and 
observation skills to 
look at the school. 

 

I can look at and 
talk about the 
school 
environment.  
I can draw a 
simple map. 
I can find my way 
around my school. 

Fieldwork: practical 
work carried out in the 
natural environment 
Observational skills: 
closely looking at 
something 
Directions: a course 
along which someone 
or something moves 

 
near  
far 
left  
right 

How do you know 
where to go in 
school? 

 
When do we need a 
map? 

5 To devise a simple 
map and use basic 
symbols in a key.  

 

I can talk about 
the key features of 
my school. 
I can locate the 
key features of my 
school. 

Features: a distinctive 
aspect of something. 
Map: a diagrammatic 
representation of an 
Area: a part of a town, 
country or world 
Symbol: a mark 
representing an object 
Locate: find the exact 
place or position 

What can you see 
outside our school?  

 
What can you see on 
the inside of our 
school? 

6 To develop and follow 
directional 
vocabulary.   
To recognise a range 
of map symbols and 
understand their use.  
To begin to recognise 
map symbols. 

I can identify key 
features of my 
school. 
I can make a map 
of my school. 
I can use symbols 
on my map. 

Directions: a course 
along which someone 
or something moves 

 
next to 
opposite 
near 
far 

How would I get from 
our classroom to the 
school hall?  

 
How would I get from 
our classroom to the 
playground?  

 
Why is a map useful?  

Learning 
Outcomes: 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment.  
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 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (for example, near and far; left and right), to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map.  
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key.  

 

 

Year Group: 2      Term: A1/A2/SP1/SP2/SU1/SU2  Subject: Geography          Unit of Work: Our Capital City and the Country Around Us 

Lesson Big Question LO I can (Success 
Criteria) 

Vocabulary and 
definitions 

Prior Knowledge / skills Key Questions 

1 Can you name 
the capital city 
of England? 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

I can find London 
on a map.  

 
I can find the River 
Thames on a map. 

 
I know that 
London is the 
capital city of 
England. 

Capital city: the city where 
you will find the 
government offices and 
meeting places. 
Country: a nation with its 
own government. 
United Kingdom: is made 
up of England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Island. 
It is ruled by the 
King/Queen of England. 
British Isles: Is the United 
Kingdom and the islands in 
its surrounding seas. 

Y1: 
Naming the four countries of 
the UK and their capital 
cities. 

 
Finding the countries on a 
map. 

 
Understanding that the UK is 
made up of more than one 
country. 

 
Explore some of the 
famous  landmarks in the 
UK. 

 
Use of Altas 

 
Human Features: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, 
office, harbour, port, shop, 
motorway 

 
Physical Features: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

What is a capital 
city?  

 
What is the 
capital city of 
England? 

 
Which river flows 
through the 
capital city? 

 
What do you 
know about the 
capital city? (use 
this to support 
next lesson) 

2 Which famous 
landmarks will 
you find in 
London? 

To identify key human 
and physical features of 
London. 

I can say which 
features are 
human and which 
are physical. 

 
I can recognise 
landmarks using 
an aerial view. 

Human features: things 
that are made or built by 
humans. 
Physical features: things 
you can see around you 
that are naturally created 
like seas and mountains. 
Aerial view: a view from 
above also referred to as 
birds eye view. 

Can you name 3 
landmarks in 
London? 

 
Can you show 
where the 
landmarks are on 
a map? 
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3 Can you name 
the countries of 
the UK? 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

I can name the 4 
countries of the 
UK and their 
capital cities. 

 
I can use a map to 
show where the 
countries of the 
UK are.  

 
I can show where 
the capital cities 
are on a map. 

  England 
  Northern Ireland 
  Scotland 
  Wales 
  London 
  Cardiff 
  Belfast 
  Edinburgh 

soil, valley, vegetation, 
season, weather 

 

How many 
countries make 
up the UK? 

 
What are the 
names of the four 
countries of the 
UK? 

 
Where are they 
on a map? 

4 What makes 
each UK country 
special?  

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

I can talk about 
the main 
characteristics of 
each UK country. 

 
I can identify the 
key features of 
each capital city.  

 

  England 
  Northern Ireland 
  Scotland 
  Wales 
  London 
  Cardiff 
  Belfast 
  Edinburgh 

 
  Characteristics 

What are the 
landmarks in 
Scotland/ Wales/ 
Ireland? 

 
Why are the 
features not the 
same in each 
country? 

 
Can you name 
each country’s 
capital city? 

5 Which seas are 
surrounding the 
UK? 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

  I can name the seas  
  surrounding the UK. 

 
  I can use locational 
and 
 directional language 
to  
 describe where they 
are 
 on a map. 

  North Sea 
  English Channel 
  Irish Sea 
  Atlantic Ocean 

 Can you name the    
 seas that are   
 surrounding the  
 UK? 

 
 Which sea is to the 
 east of England? 

 
 Which sea is to the   
 west of Wales? 
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6 Are there any 
similarities 
between the 
countries of the 
UK? 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 

  I can identify 
similarities  
 and differences 
between  
 the countries of the 
UK,  their capital 
cities and their seas. 

  Similarities 
  Differences 
  Characteristics 

What are the 
similarities 
between the 
capital cities of 
the UK? 

 

Suggested 
Outcomes: 

 

 

 

Draw a map of England, including the Thames and place a red dot where London is. 
Sort human and physical features of London explaining the difference between these features. 
Draw a tourist map of London including the most famous landmarks. 
Use atlasses to find the countries of the UK and their capital cities. 
Use a red dot on a map to show where the capital cities of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland are. 
Create a fact file about each country of the UK. 
Link with music - learn the National Anthem. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


